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PURPOSE
Improving life through co-creation of meaningful water innovation

VISION
Accelerate global green growth by establishing one of the world’s strongest platforms for water innovation

RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL 
CHALLENGES

INCUBATION & 
ACCELERATION

OPEN INNOVATION PHYSICAL 
EPICENTER

Support  a physical
innovation hub for water 

technology

Innovate and demonstrate the 
worlds most sustainable water 

cycle

Facilitate larger open 
water innovation projects

Engage in international 
partnerships and challenges

Accelerate growth in water tech 
startups and attract talents and 
investments to the water sector

Strengthen water research  and 
education with partners by 

attracting talents and funding

Active communication 
Well driven organization

Satisfying Member Service
Dedicated high competence team

Vision & strategic focus areas
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Value Creation in Digitalization



Water Valley Denmark

Digitalization a Danish stronghold
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https://stateofgreen.com/en/publications/digital-transformation-of-the-water-sector/
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Leveraging innovation and optimization through access to data

Water Data Space Project read the report

https://watervalleydenmark.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Turning-data-into-actionable-insights.pdf
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All dressed up, but…

Build up of competencies
Water domain meets IT 

domain

Utility data is currently stored 
in different systems and 

different formats

Scaleups & SMEs lack an 
overview of where to find 

and access data. 

High complexity, critical 
infrastructure and GDPR

Lack in trust of data

The ownership of data?

Incentives and 
business models
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Recommendations from the Water Data Space work

1. There is a need to set up common data standardization 
nationally or at EU level – but funding will have to be 
allocated. The way to elaborate standards must be done 
via best practice in the water industry

2. We need to develop regulations and infrastructure for 
data sharing.

3. There is a need to identify intermediaries to manage the 
Water Data Space. A data space should be managed by 
an intermediary actor with both IT and governance 
capabilities to operate the data-sharing infrastructure.

4. First-mover cooperation should be supported via 
innovation projects and partnerships capable of focusing 
on data spaces as a tool for trust-based and secure data 
sharing.

5. Public relations work is needed if we want authorities 
and/or utilities to prioritize the creation of a Water Data 
Space and to allocate funding to it. Water is currently 
not viewed as a strategic sector in the EU digitalization 
strategy. If this does not change, there is no incentive for 
water utilities and the water industries to share data – 
this will delay innovation for the digital and green 
transition.

6. A Water Data Space should be organized through a 
decentralized infrastructure with data placed in different 
places and owned by different actors, visibly and 
accessibly.

7. A Water Data Space should be clearly regulated to 
enable FAIR data-sharing practices across the large 
variety of actors involved in the design, operation, 
planning, development, and innovation of water 
systems.



You cannot understand fully the value 
creation of data sharing until you 

actually start sharing data 

Project Manager, Utility from Water Data Space Stakeholder Analysis

DEN EUROPÆISKE UNION

Den Europæiske Socialfond

DEN EUROPÆISKE UNION

Den Europæiske Fond

for Regionaludvikling

Finansieret som et led i EU’s reaktion

på COVID-19-pandemien

Vi investerer i din fremtid



Improving life through co-creation of meaningful water innovation
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/water-valley-denmark/
http://www.watervalleydenmark.com/
https://watervalleydenmark.com/#newsletter
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